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An incredible turnout
MORE than 3000 businesses
had their wares on show at
last week’s Commonwealth
Bank AgQuip Field Days,
Gunnedah, and for some, it
was their best event in many
years, despite continuing dry
weather across northern and
central NSW.

This year’s event had a
strong focus on innovation,
with autonomous tractors
and drones among the fea-
tured products.

Over the three days, more
than 100,000 visitors came

through the gates to visit ag-
ricultural and lifestyle busi-
nesses on the 32-hectare site,
in the largest agricultural
supermarket in the southern
hemisphere.

Most businesses visited
by The Land were pleased
with the level of sales, saying
that farmers were happy to
spend, despite tough condi-
tions for winter crops and a
falling cattle market.

Pete Graham from Gra-
ham's Precast Concrete, Kyo-
gle, reported more business

on day one than he would
normally achieve over three
days, and Meg Bush from
Shearing Supplies NSW,
Dubbo, said she had been
run off her feet on day one.

Ross Marchant, Marchant
Engineering, has been ex-
hibiting his post hole drivers
and other gear at AgQuip for
more than a decade.

"This is an incredible show
– the best show in a decade,"
he said.

"We've had a positive re-
sponse and there is a good-

sized crowd who have been
hanging around. The road
was packed all the way to
Gunnedah last night. I've not
seen as many people here in
a decade."

First-time exhibitor
Graham Webb, from G&M
Poly Irrigation, Cohuna,
Victoria, was impressed by
the interest he had from
AgQuip customers.

"They came up with new
ideas for our products –
things we wouldn't dream
of down south where we do

mostly irrigation pipes and
bay outlets."

The dry weather was a
good sign for some busi-
nesses, including Rapid
Plas Australia.

"We've been doing a lot of
tank quotes, it's being driven
in part due to the dry, espe-
cially on the back of a good
year,” saidmarketingmanag-
er, Roy Firth.

“People aren't in a hurry
for orders but are taking
advantage of us being here
at AgQuip.”

More than 100,000 visitors came through the gates at AgQuip last week. Photo by Rachael Webb

IT’S the biggest agricultural
showcase in the country,
and the team at Fairfax
Rural Events, organisers of
AgQuip, reckon it could get
even bigger.

For the first time in the
event’s history, there was
a waiting list for exhibitor
space, despite the site grow-
ing from 26 hectares to 32ha
over the past few years.

Fairfax Rural Events group
manager, Kate Nugent, said
the event’s 3000 exhibitors
reported strong sales, par-
ticularly on the second say,
Wednesday.

“It was a super, super
Wednesday – our exhibitors
are saying it was an incredi-
ble day,” Ms Nugent said.

“All car parks were full,
to the point where we had
to accommodate some of
our visitors in the paddock
of chickpeas.

“It’s an event that contin-
ues to grow each year.”

Another
strong
sales
event

Visitors checking out The

Land's AgQuip preview.
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